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Bit-Copier Detector?

I enjoy your magazine very much
and look forward to each issue. The
softkey on Magic Window II was par­
ticularly helpful.

I heard from an Apple salesman that
the Apple company has incorporated
a bit..copier detector in the ROM at the
Apple lie and that some bit-copiers will
nol work on the lie. He specifically
mentioned locksmith 4.1 as one that
won', work. I have noticed that LS 4.1
won't work on most things I've tried to
copy on my lie. Maybe you know
something aboul this?

G.F. Cox
Newport NC

Mr.Cox: Thank you for your compli­
menes on our magazine and the soft·
key for Magic Window.

As to the rumor you heard about the
Apple lie's bit.copfer detector. we can
only say that this one has to rank right
up there with the reports of Paul
McCartney's death.

A bit-eopier dstector In ROM would
require rather sophisticated routines
which would have to check out any and
alf programs that utilized the ROMs,
This woukJ not only sk:lw down the ex­
ecution ofmost programs on the I/e but
would practically eliminate the lie's
comparability with programs written for
lIJe Apple II's.

AIthou{1I we do not, as yet, have any
experience with the Apple Jle, some bit­
copy programs wriNen for the II + may
not work on the fie because they call
monitor ROM subrovtines whose entry
points may have changed slightly.

Locksmith 5.0 is advertised as being
Apple lie compatible.

A Fix for Rana
I may have a solution for Dan

Cosper and all Rana drive controller
owners who wish to do Boot Code
Tracing IHAROCORE COMPUTIST
N2J.

While the Rana controller's ROM
code is incompatible with the standard
ROM and controller, the 1/0 address­
es are supposed to be compatible
since they will work with 005 3,3, So,
all they have to do is borrow some time
on a computer with a standard con-

troller and do the following:
Boot a diskene with normal DOS 3,3
BSAVE CONTROL ROM,ASC600,L$lOO

When they want to do the boot code
trace, instead of moving the controller
ROM routine to $)(600, just BLOAD the
file CONTROL ROM at the address
needed, They should be able to follow
the boot code tracing procedures with
no problem,

Joseph W. Leathlean
San Diego CA

Joseph: Although we don't have a
Rana disk drive to try this out on, it
should worle with no problems.

More Reviews, Please
I thoroughly enjoy your publication

and have found it very useful. May I
suggest more reviews, however? I
would particularly like one on the latest
generation of copy cards, including
Alaska (by Central Point Software),
Replay II, Snapshot, Copykit, etc.

The Track Inspector is 0
replac••ent covel' for
Apple Disk II driv••. A
",indow ollo",s visual
inspution of the booting
process. Include"
instructions for eas..,
lobeling of track
locatIons on drives.

Some comments on the comparative
advantages of having the copy soft­
ware on diskette versus In ROM on the
card should be included as well.
Another article comparing the talest
versionsof Nibbles Away, Copy II Plus,
Back tt Up and covering such new pro­
grams as "Essenlial Data Duplicator"
and the "CIA" would probably be of
great interest to your readers.

James A. Weiner
Brussels, Belgium

James: See upcoming issues 01 HARD­
CORE COMPUTIST for a review of the
"Essential Data Duplicator" and the
"CIA,"

All Gone
Sometime ago {HARDCORE COM­

PUTING N3 (old series)) you published
a list of LS (Locksmith) parameters for
users of Locksmith 4,1. This list indi­
cated the PARM changes necessary
for copying tracks of certain software
available at that lime, You also indicat-

. YOU HEED

Track Inspector
• It's 0 bIt copI"r's friend M

· Locah bod trock cooies FAST
• Locah trocks .. holf track'

to be copied FAST
• Adjust drive speed WIthout

re.OVtrl9 drive covel"
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