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1980 MINI'APP'LES CLUB DUES

REMINDER

Club dues are payable now to your treasurer.
v S e e p a g e 1 f o r a d d r e s s ) $ 1 0 b u y s y o u
membership through Dec 1980. Make checks
p a y a b l e t o M I N I ' A P P ' L E S . I f y o u w a n t t o
r e c e i v e n e x t m o n t h s n e w s l e t t e r, m a i l y o u r
c h e c k s t o a r r i v e n o l a t e r t h a n J a n 1 s t o r
payuo at next meeting.
This is your club and without you we will not
have a club.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of MINI'APP'LES will be on
Wed. Dec. 19th at 7.30 pm in the Minnesota
Federal Savings and Loan Building, 9th Avenue
South, Hopkins. The schedule for the evening
inc ludes :
(1) Christmas programs. Bring your Christmas
t r e e d i s p l a y s i n H I R E S , o r R u d o l f w i t h a
HIRES nose, o r a h igh qua l i t y s i len t n igh t .
I f t he re i s su f fic i en t i n te res t , we w i l l have
a prize !
( 2 ) t a l k i n g a b o u t S i l e n t N i g h t , Jo h n R i sk i n
of Personal Business Systems Inc has kindly
offered to demonstrate the MicroMusic Music
B o a r d . H e w i l l a l s o h a v e s o m e C h r i s t m a s
flavoured demos on it !
C o n s i d e r b r i n g i n g y o u r f a m i l y a l o n g - t h e y
might enjoy the decorat ions.

URGENT NOTICE

Ins ide t h i s i s sue you w i l l find a repo r t on
the INTERNATIONAL APPLE CORE. A major
document of over 100 pages of Apple related
. . f o r m a t i o n w i l l b e p u b l i s h e d b y

aporox imate ly March of th is year. I t w i l l be
ed i ted by Va l Gold ing (o f Ca l l App le fame)
and is avai lable to Mini 'app' les members for
$ 1 . H o w e v e r, t o r e c e i v e y o u r c o p y a t t h i s
advance pub l i ca t ion p r i ce (a f te r pub l i ca t ion
they will cost $5 each) you must send your $1
i . o t h e t r e a s u r e r t o a r r i v e n o t l a t e r t h a n
Fr iday Dec 21s t . You mus t a l so have pa id
your 1980 dues! Payments for the document,
to be called the APPLE ORCHARD may also be
made at the next meeting.

WEDS., JANUARY 16th:

W e a r e s t i l l p l a n n i n g o n h a v i n g B i l l
S c h l o f f e r , a d e a l e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r
Mountain Hardware, of Santa Cruz, California.
H e w i l l m a k e a p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e q r o u p
about Mountain Hardware products. They make
Super ta lke r, R0M+, App le C lock , Rea l 'Wor ld
Cont ro l , e tc . Th is even t has been a r ranged
for us by Computerland whom we thank.

WEDS., FEB. 20th

Ten ta t i ve
M e n e e d v o l u n t e e r s t o t a l k a b o u t t h e i r
experience with packaged software or to give
t u t o r i a l s o n a v a i l a b l e s o f t w a r e o f i n t e r e s t
to Business users.
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INTERNATIONAL APPLE CORPS

On Oct 27-28th a group of people representing
A p p l e U s e r g r o u p s f r o m B d i f f e r e n t s t a t e s
met to d iscuss the format ion of a non-profit
o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , t o b e
c a l l e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l A p p l e C o r p s , w i l l
consist of Apple clubs and their members from
a l l pa r t s o f t he USA and the who le wor ld .
The organizat ion's purpose is to pass on to
u s e r s a l l f o r m s o f h a r d w a r e a n d s o f t w a r e
informat ion or ig inat ing in other Apple c lubs,
hardware and software manufacturers and Apple
Computer.

The group together with Apple Computer, as a
e a s u r e o f g o o d f a i t h , d i s t r i b u t e d a l a r g e

var iety of documentat ion to the President of
each prospect ive c lub. The organizat ion wi l l
».e funded by membership fees for members of
p a r t i c i p a t i n g c l u b s . T h i s w i l l p r o b a b l y b e
a r o u n d $ 5 p e r y e a r . T h i s w i l l e n t i t l e t h e
member to-
(1) Access thousands of programs inc lud ing
the ent i re Apple Co. contr ibuted l ibrary.
(2) Access for club officers or board members
to the timesahring system SOURCE (A max of
two persons in each c lub w i l l rece ive va l id
I ' . D . s e a c h m o n t h . T h i s w i l l e n a b l e t h o s e
p e r s o n s t o q u i c k l y o b t a i n u p t o d a t e i n f o
about happenings in the organization.
(3) Access to pr inted Informat ion.
v 4 ) R e d u c e d s u b s c r i p t i o n r a t e f o r p l a n n e d
p u b l i c a t i o n s .

Each member club is being asked to pay a $50
i n i t i a t i o n f e e . O u r b o a r d h a s a l r e a d y
approved this fee.

n t h e f r o n t p a g e o f t h i s n e w s l e t t e r i s a n
o f f e r i n g b y t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n t o p a r t i c i p a t e
i n t h e i r fi r s t r e d u c e d r a t e p u b l i c a t i o n .
T h i s i s a o n e s h o t i s s u e c a l l e d t h e A p p l e
Orcha rd . I t w i l l con ta in ove r 100 pages o f
i n f o r m a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t t o A p p l e u s e r s . I t
wi l l be edi ted by Val Golding. Nowhere else
Lan you obtain 100 pages of quality data for
$1. So sign up before Dec 21st.

The next meeting of International Apple Core
w i l l b e h e l d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e n e x t
W e s t c o a s t C o m p u t e r F a i r e i n s u n n y S a n
F r a n c i s c o . T h i s w i l l b e i n M a r c h 1 9 8 0 . I f
anyone is planning a tr ip west at that t ime,
please inform the President.

SCANNING the ISSUES

I've gotten behind in my reading this month.
I d i d n o t i c e a n i n t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e i n C a l l
Apple Nov/Dec called "Apple Gaming; Playing
C a r d G e n e r a t i o n " b y J i m H i g l e r. I n i t h e
includes an machine code listing of a routine
which does all the HIRES work to display good
looking playing cards. So anyone planning a
POKER program should get hold of that issue.

A SMALL MINI'APP'LES newsletter!

Don ' t compla in abou t how sk inny th is i ssue
i s -
CALL Apple doesn't publ ish at al l a separate
Dec issue!

GE LIST FOR THE APPLE
Thanks t o S teve Johnson fo r t he page l i s t
program now in the User Bank. Steve entered
t h e p r o g r a m f r o m D r . D o b b ' s J o u r n a l o f
C o m p u t e r C a l i s t h e n t i c s & O r t h o d o n t a . T h e
program wil l l ist 20 l ines at a t ime and then
stop and wai t fo r another key. Esc wi l l l i s t
one line at a time. This program is very nice
for looking at a program if one doesn't know
the line numbers. Thanks Steve.

INUTES Nov. 21 Meeting

e e t i n g c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 7 : 3 7 b y D .
buchler. Minutes approved as pr inted.

OLD BUSINESS
1 . C l a r i fi c a t i o n o f t h e r u l e s g o v e r n i n g

use o f the l ib rary d isks needs to be made.
The charge is 50 cents per disk or $2.00 per
v o l u m e . A b o r r o w e r M U S T ( M ! ) c o n t a c t t h e
n e x t p e r s o n o n t h e l i s t . R u l e s g o v e r n i n g
length of t ime to keep disks wil l be with the
disks—READ THEM!!! Our turn-around time is
very slow, and out state members are waiting.

2 . A c h e c k i s b e i n g m a d e t o fi n d o u t
w h a t s o r t o f c l u b d e a l s c o u l d b e m a d e o n
quanti ty disk purchases.

NEW BUSINESS
1 . Va l Go ld i ng o f Ca l l A .P.P.L .E . has

apparently been hired by Apple to produce a
" m o n t h l y " n e w s l e t t e r — p e r h a p s r e p l a c i n g
CONTACT.

2 . A p p l e ' s m e t h o d o f g e n e r a t i n g c o l o r
has been granted a patent.

3. Those members with MODEMS should
con tac t D . Buch le r t o t r y t o ge t a ne twork
going.

4 . C h u c k T h i e s f e l d i s w o r k i n g t o g e t
h i s 4 0 M E G A B Y T E d i s k i n t e r f a c e d . W h e n
completed i t wi l l be avai lable to members in
ways t o be announced . (A message cen te r
Chuck??).

5 . S u g g e s t i o n s f o r n e w s l e t t e r i n p u t :
Sof tware rev iews—your comments could help
o t h e r s . D o c u m e n t a t i o n o n p r o g r a m s i n
l i b ra r y—the p rog rams have come i n a t t oo
rapid a rate to keep up—help us!!

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 for question answer
s e s s i o n f o r b e g i n n e r s . <
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USER BANK

p c o m p l a i n t s w e r e a i r e d a t t h e l a s t
meeting regarding the slow rate at which the
. i s k s a t C o m p u t e r l a n d g o t a r o u n d , ( s e e
minutes). Improvements in communicating the
r u l e s f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n t o m e m b e r s w i l l
h o p e f u l l y i m p r o v e t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h e n e t
effect of these delays has been that we have
n e v e r g o t t e n t o t h e b o t t o m o f t h e s i g n - u p
shee t f o r e i t he r o f t he L i b ra r y se t s i n t he
two compute r land s to res . I aga in apo log ize
to out of town users to whom we have promised
d i s t t i b u t i o n . I n c i d e n t a l y, o u t o f t o w n u s e r s
i l l h a v e t o o b s e r v e s t r i c t r u l e s o n t u r n

around time to overcome the sort of problems
we have experienced with local distr ibut ion.

T a l k i n g a b o u t o u t o f t o w n e r s , S t e v e
Saliterman of Rochester, Mn made a copy of
the user bank at Zim Computer (Thank you Zim)
• id is taking it back to Rochester. He hopes

t o d i s t r i b u t e i t t o t h e o t h e r t w o u s e r s i n
the Rochester area.

se of you who come to meetings will have
heard about the deal we have made with Brad
Smith of Topeka, Kansas. He was kind enough
o arrange a 4 way spl i t purchase of about

500 programs from a California group. These
p r o g r a m s a r e i n t h e m a i l t o u s a s o f t h i s
w r i t i n g . N o w i f K e i t h M a d o n n a , o u r
Librarian, can figure out a way, and keep his
san i ty, to d is t r ibu te th is new sof tware .

Inc iden t i l y Ke i th has been busv ge t t i ng the
Call Apple Mult iple Disk Catalog to work and
..e hope to show members soon the fruits of
h is labor, (see oct Cal l Apple)

USIC BOARD PROGRESS

D a n ' s M u s i c b o a r d ( s e e O c t n e w s l e t t e r ) i s
s l o w l y t a k i n g s h a p e . T h e b a s i c h a r d w a r e
appers to work. Thanks to the help of Chuck
Thiesfeld, the problem of inter facing a 6522
VIA to the Apple bus was overcome.
A p re l im ina ry spec was pub l i shed and Dan
t h a n k s t h o s e w h o o f f e r e d c o m m e n t s a n d
c r i t i c i s m . O u r p l a n s n o w c a l l f o r a m u c h
more soph is t i ca ted graph ics cont ro l package
though many of the features described in the
spec, wi l l be reta ined.

O n e i n t e r e s t i n g a s p e c t r e l a t e d t o t h e
b o a r d ' s d e s i g n , i s t h a t , b e c a u s e t h e b o a r d
uses a 6522 i t can be used no t on ly as a
general purpose timer, but also as a general
p u r p o s e p a r a l l e l o r e v e n s e r i a l i n t e r f a c e
b o a r d . H o w e v e r s o f t w a r e f o r s u c h
appl icat ions would not be avai lable in ROM.
Whether we ac tua l l y add the connec to rs to
accompl i sh the in te r face capab i l i t y, has no t
been decided.

MINI'APP'LES
13516 Grand Avenue South
Burnsville
Minnesota, 55337.
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DISK REL1ABILIY

•^u have all heard the stories that abound in
tnis area about the unreliability of VERBATIM
d i sks . I t i s no t ou r i n t en t i on as a c l ub t o
b lackbal l a manufacturer i f such s tor ies are
u n t r u e . A t t h e N o v m e e t i n g t w o p e r s o n s
i d e n t i fi e d s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e t h e y h a v e h a d
problems wi th Verbat ims not exper ienced on
o the r manu fac tu re rs d i sks . I n one case , i t
was reDorted that a large number of Verbatim
disks containing programs could not be read
a f t e r b e i n g s t o r e d f o r a b o u t a m o n t h . I n
another case, heavy access ing of one t rack
seemed to cause trouble after 1 1/2 weeks.
This writer has one Verbatim on which there
is a program which can not be accessed or
deleted. Verbat ims are a lso more noisy and
m o r e fl i m s y t h a n m o s t o f t h e c o m p e t i t o r ' s
disks. However in many cases they cost less.

The rea l ques t ion i s , have we sc ien t i fica l l y
proven that they are less rel iable than other
makes? I , for one, don' t real ly know. There
is certainly a nagging question in our minds
about the re l iab i l i ty o f the Verbat im.

It seems that a couple of our members have
been in contact with the manufacturer.
Ed Horch,
3^/11 Elliot Ave.
Bloomington, 55420
is one such person. He writes-

Through a lucky ser ies o f co inc idences , I
was out in touch with Dr. Geoffrey Bate, one
of the v ice pres idents o f Verbat im. I f some
of the complaints, and also disadvantages of
or about the Verbatim disks could be relayed
uo me, either directly, (854-7839 after 6 pm)
or at the next meeting, I wil l relay these to
Dr Bate."

A n o t h e r m e m b e r w h o t a l k e d t o Ve r b a t i m
r e c e i v e d s o m e r e p l a c e m e n t d i s k s . T h e
manufacturer is obviously concerned about its
xmage, so if you can come up with some real
fac ts , p lease take the t roub le to document
t h o s e f a c t s a n d f e e d i t b a c k t o t h e
m a n u f a c t u r e r . I b e l e i v e t h a t t h e y w i l l b e
sympa the t i c t o you and rep l ace d i sks t ha t
really have been a problem.

Incident i ly, th is wr i ter sent a note to Dysan
..is month asking for their comments on using

disks on both sides.

Apple HIRES PATENT

ADole Computer has been granted a U.S. patent
on the color-v ideo display c i rcui t ry used for
H I R E S . M o s t m i c r o - c o m p u t e r s y s t e m s a n d
d i s p l a y s u t i l i z e c o m p l e x a n d s u b s t a n t i a l
c i r c u i t r y . W o z n i a k i n v e n t e d a r e l a t i v e l y
s imple (and therefore more re l iab le) system
i n w h i c h a r e c i r c u l a t i n g s h i f t r e g i s t e r
c i r c u l a t e s f o u r b i t s o f i n f o r m a t i o n t o
produce the HIRES s igna ls . Th is e l im ina tes
componen ts such as subcar r i e r genera to rs ,
phase sh i f te rs , e tc .

BUNKER RAMO PRINTER NEWS

As o f t h i s w r i t i ng t he re a re 19 ope ra t i ona l
p r i n t e r s o n A p p l e s t h a t t h i s w r i t e r k n o w s
a b o u t . I h a v e h a d a l o t o f t r o u b l e w i t h
c lu tches on pr in ters be ing recond i t ioned. As
far as I know the instal led pr inters are OK.
The problem is that af ter prolonged storage,
^ . o w h i c h s o m e o f t h e p r i n t e r s h a v e b e e n
s u b j e c t e d , t h e h i g h i r o n c o n t e n t c l u t c h
p l a t e s b e c o m e r u s t y. I h a v e a d v i s e d o i l i n g
these in the pas t bu t i n ex t reme cases o i l
w i l l n o t h e l p b e c a u s e t h e s u r f a c e i s t o o
r o u g h . I n s u c h c a s e s , t h e o n l y s o l u t i o n i s
t o s t r i p t h e m e c h a n i s m . A c t u a l l y t h i s i s
e a s i e r t h a n i t s o u n d s . I t t a k e s a b o u t h a l f
hour to take i t apar t and another ha l f hour
t o p u t i t b a c k t o g e t h e r . I f a n y o n e t h i n k s
they have this problem, please call me and I
wil l explain the procedure. The symptoms are
e r r a t i c l i n e f e e d o r r a g g e d l i n e s .

I a p o l o g i z e t o t h o s e w h o h a v e o r d e r e d
p r i n t e r s a n d a r e s t i l l w a i t i n g . I h a v e b e e n
v e r y b u s y e a r n i n g m y l i v i n g . T h i s w i l l
continue thru Jan 15.

I wi l l do as many as I have t ime for before
then .

PROGRAM REVIEW

US MAP

T h i s i s a n e x c e l l e n t e d u c a t i o n a l ' g a m e ' b y
Creat ive comput ing. A HIRES map consist ing
of the state borders of a l l the states in the
USA is displayed. The map contains an insert
of HAWAII and ALASKA. The program randomly
selects one state and then a flashing dot is
d i s p l a y e d a t t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e s t a t e
cap i to l . The s tuden t mus t t ype in one o f 3
types of answers:
(1) 1st let ter of name of state.
(2) Complete name of state.
(3) Complete name of state capitol.
T h e c o m p u t e r i n d i c a t e s b o t h a u d i b l y a n d
v i s u a l l y i f y o u m a k e a m i s t a k e . T h e n , t o
enhance the lea rn ing p rocess , i t w i l l re tes t
, o u l a t e r o n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r s t a t e a t s o m e
r a n d o m p o i n t i n t i m e . I n f a c t y o u h a v e t o
g e t i t r i g h t a t l e a s t t w i c e i n a r o w a f t e r
g e t t i n g i t w r o n g t h e fi r s t t i m e b e f o r e t h e
Apple is sat isfied that you have learned that
s t a t e ! W h e n y o u d o g e t i t r i g h t , t h e d o t
i d e n t i f y i n g t h e s t a t e c a p i t o l r e m a i n s
d isp layed .

h a v e o n l y t w o s m a l l c r i t i c i s m s o f t h e
implementation of this program-
(1) There is no automatic HIMEM. I made an
EXEC file to do the most unusual HIMEM of
HIMEM:16383 . Thats right not 16384 !
(2) The HIRES Map only occupies about half
o f t h e s c r e e n ( l i n e a r l y ) . I t s e e m s t h a t t h e
designer could have made bet ter use of the
p i c t u r e s p a c e . S m a l l s t a t e s l i k e D e l e w a r e
are hard to dist inguish from nearby states.
Otherwise this program is highly recommended,
pa r t i cu la r l y as an educa t i ona l t oo l f o r k i ds
9 thru 15.
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Care and Handling of 8" and 5.25" Flexible Disks
Staff Report, BASF

The value of a flexible disk isn't much until you have
spent time and money to put a lot of information on
it, after which it becomes very valuable - especially
at retrieval time.

A floppy disk with valuable data recorded on it de
serves the best care. Here are some tips that will help
you provide that care:

Storage
Do not expose disks to sunlight or heat; extremes of
heat and cold affect disks. The safe temperature range
is 50° F - 125°F. Problems can occur if disks are left
on a window sill or transported in the trunk of a car.

Floppy disks should be at the same temperature
and humidity as the machine for which they are in-
tended. If they have been exposed to temperatures
outside of the computer's range, allow them to accli
mate outside of the carrying case or shipping contain
er for about five minutes before use.

Improper storage can cause permanent damage.
Floppy disks can be stored flat - not more than ten
to a pile - or stored vertically. If stored vert.cally.
they must be supported so they will not slump,
bend or develop a permanent disfiguration that would
cause problems with the computer or machine.

Store disks in their disk jackets or envelopes. When
removing a disk from a jacket, lift it by the top edge
and carefully insert it into the computer or machine.
Return the disk to its envelope directly after use, and
then place the disk and envelope in the proper storage
faci l i ty.

Disks should not be tossed in a desk drawer or left
lying around on a desk. Dirt, dust, and environmental
contamination are likely to create problems for both
the disk and the computer or machine that may result
in errors, whether machine or computer errors, oper
ator errors or contamination of the reading head.

Handling
A stack of disks is not like a stack of paper; never
place a paperweight, telephone or other hea^y object
on them. Paper clips are fine for paper, put never clip
hard copy or anything else to a disk.

Sharp pencils are also only for popfr - dull ones
too Want to ruin a computer or machine7 Jum con
taminate it by introducing graphite from the pencil
lead or eraser residue. Want to write on a floppy d.sk'
Use only a felt-tipped pen when writing or. its ID
label. Or, better yet, select an identification sys;em
that eliminates the need to write on disks.

Never touch the exposed areas on a floppy disk;
the natural oils on hands or added ones (hand lotions.
etc ) are contaminants and cause problems for disks.

Do not clean the disk surface. D;sks are delicate
magnetic media and adversely affected by magnot.c
materials that scramble or erase recorded data. For
instance, you might have a file case or carvnet that
uses a magnetic lock, a paper clip holder that >s mag
netized with clips around the top or a ma:;notic clip
board for typing - all items commonly four.d .n an
office environment that create drop-out and erasure
problems. Magnetic fields are found in power-«ene:at-
ing equipment, motors, alternators, transformers and
power lines. They are commonplace at airports in
security detection systems, conveyor motors, electric
luggage carts and aircraft power systems. Most metals
are ferromagnetic and can set up magnetic force fields
that cause erasure or drop-out on disks. So. when
selecting a flexible disk storage container, choose one
that is not made of metal.

Finally never insert damaged disks into a anve.
Disks which are physically damaged (torn, ceased,
warped) or contaminated may cause the machine s
R/W head to lift from the disk, resulting in operation
errors, equipment errors or head contaminate..


