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TEACHER INTRODUCTION

Scholastic Reading Comprehension is a program that helps students practice and
sharpen their reading comprehension skills. In its most basic form, it follows the
standard format of most reading tests—read a passage, then answer a series of
multiple-choice questions. But with the use of a series of teacher-controlled options,
Scholastic Reading Comprehension can be used to teach as well as test
comprehension skills.

The teacher-controlled options include:

* Providing help for students by highlighting portions of the passage in which the
students can find the answers to the questions for that passage

 Allowing students to review or reread the passage while answering the questions
* Allowing students to review their incorrect answers and then the correct answers

To use Scholastic Reading Comprehension, you will need a Passage disk. You can
use one of Scholastic's Passage disks or create your own. The Passage disks provided
by Scholastic contain passages which have been selected from popular Scholastic
books. The questions were carefully written to emphasize eight standard focus
elements that are taught to students as they master skills of reading comprehension.
When creating your own Passage disks, you can use these focus elements, or change
or eliminate some or all of them. In this way, you can tailor the program to meet the
specific needs. of your students.

To help make the most of the program in your classroom, you can keep records of each
student's progress as he or she uses Reading Comprehension. You and your students
will find these records easy to read, appropriate, and informative.

In addition to offering the standard "read a passage, then answer a series of multiple-
choice questions" format, this program offers a unique form of student response. This
form allows students to answer the questions by underlining the appropriate portion of
the passages they have read. This "underline answer" type of student response is a
challenging and innovative way to improve reading comprehension skills.

The Scholastic Reading Comprehension package includes the Utility disk and the
Program disk, and a backup of the Program disk. You will use the Utility disk to create
and edit Passage disks, create and edit record disks, control program options, and print
records and passages. Students will use the Program disk and a Scholastic Passage
disk, or a Passage disk you have created to read passages and answer questions.



This teacher's handbook provides all the information you need to use Scholastic
Reading Comprehension with your students. In addition to this Introduction, the
handbook includes the following sections:

Teacher Guide to the Program Disk This section explains the features of the Program
disk and takes you through the program as your students will use it.

Teaching Guide This section includes suggestions for introducing Scholastic
Reading Comprehension to your class, and pre- and postcomputer activities.

Teacher Reference Guide This section explains all the features of the Reading
Comprehension Utility disk.

Using Scholastic Reading Comprehension with Underline Answer Passage Disks
This section explains how to use the Utility disk with Underline Answer Passage
disks.

Student Quick Start Guide This section briefly explains to the student how to load and
use the Program disk.

Equipment and Materials You Need
To use Scholastic Reading Comprehension to the fullest, you need the following:

An Apple /le, lic, lIIGS or a Il Plus with at least 64K memory
A monitor

A disk drive

The Scholastic Reading Comprehension Program disk
The Scholastic Reading Comprehension Utility disk

A Scholastic Reading Comprehension Passage disk

Optional Equipment:

A second disk drive
A printer
Some blank disks if you want to create your own Passage disks and record disks



GETTING STARTED USING SCHOILASTIC READING
COMPREHENSION

The best way to begin to familiarize yourself with Scholastic Reading Comprehension is
to use the program as your students will. To do this, see the section, Teacher Guide to
the Program Disk.

Once you feel you understand how your students will use the program, read the
Teaching Guide and the Teacher Reference Guide to learn what you can do to use
Scholastic Reading Comprehension to its full potential. The Teacher Reference Guide
will help you if you want to create and customize Passage disks, set up records for your
students, and control the program options.

Your students can use the Student Quick Start Guide to help them learn to use the
program. There are two sections in the Student Quick Start Guide. One section is used
with Multiple-choice Passage disks and the other section is used with Underline Answer
Passage disks. You can make a copy of the appropriate section for each computer.
This guide will tell your students how to load the Program disk and get them started
using Scholastic Reading Comprehension.

Before you begin using Scholastic Reading Comprehension, you should make a
backup copy of the Utility disk and the Scholastic Passage disk. If you have a backup
copy of a disk, you can use that in case something happens to your original disk. (For
instructions on how to make backup copies, see the section, Making Backup Copies, on
page 62 of the Teacher Reference Guide.) You should make backup copies of any of
the Passage disks or record disks you create.



TEACHER GUIDE TO THE PROGRAM DISK

Introduction

Your students will use the Scholastic Reading Comprehension Program disk along with
a Passage disk to read passages and then answer the questions that follow the
passages. The following sections contain step-by-step instructions on the use of the
Reading Comprehension Program disk. The best way to learn how to use the program
is to do each step yourself. Then go through the program with your students, showing
them how to use it. There is a brief section, Student Quick Start Guide, for the students
to read. However, the instructions below contain more detail and often refer you to even
more explicit sections in the Teacher Reference Guide.

Loading the Scholastic Reading Comprehension

Program Disk

If your computer is turned off, insert the Reading Comprehension Program disk in Drive
1 (label facing up) and turn the computer and the monitor on.

If the computer is already on, insert the Program disk in Drive 1 (label facing up) and
press the Control key, the Open Apple key, and the Reset button all at the same time.

The disk drive light will go on. In a few seconds, the Scholastic Reading
Comprehension Title screen will appear. Then the SCHOLASTIC READING
COMPREHENSION MAIN MENU will appear.

Changing the Passage Disk Drive Setup

When you are at the MAIN MENU, you can change your Passage disk drive setup.
Notice that just below the last menu item is the prompt, "Passage Disk Drive: 1." This
means the program is set up for a one-drive system. If you are using a two-drive system,
press D to change the 1 to a 2. Press D again if you want to change back to 1.

Selecting Menu Items

To select an item from any of the Reading Comprehension menus, press any of the
arrow keys to highlight your choice. Then press Return.

Teacher Guide to Program Disk 1



THE SCHOLASTIC READING COMPREHENSION
MAIN MENU

The SCHOLASTIC READING COMPREHENSION MAIN MENU consists of three items:
Introduction, Read Passage, and See Your Records.

Scholastic
READING COHMPREHENS IOM
HAIN HENU

INTRODUCTIO
READ PASSAGE
SEE YOUR RECORDS

Passage Disk Drive: 1

Aarroms highlight. RETURM selects.
Press 'D* to change Passage Disk Drive.

Figure 1

Introduction

Select Introduction for a brief explanation of the Scholastic Reading Comprehension
program and the Credits screen. After the Credits screen, you will be asked the question
"Are you keeping records?" If you want to read a passage without keeping records,
press N. Then go to Step 3 of the section, Read a Passage Without Keeping Records,
below. If you want to read a passage and keep records as you do so, press Y. Then go
to Step 3 of the section, Read a Passage While Keeping Records, on page 7.

Read Passage

Select Read Passage to begin reading a passage. You can read passages with or
without keeping records.

Read a Passage Without Keeping Records

1. Select Read Passage from the MAIN MENU.

2. The next screen will present the question, "Are you keeping records?" Press N to
avoid keeping records.

3. A menu will appear containing two items: Read Passage and Change Settings.
The default setting for each of the program options is Yes.

* When Passage Review is set to Yes, the student will be able to see the passage while
answering questions.

* When Help Mode is set to Yes, the student will be able to get help while answering
questions. Help is given in the form of a highlighted section or sections within the
passage that assist the student in finding the answer.

2 Teacher Guide to Program Disk
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* When Answer Review is set to Yes, the student will be able to see the correct answer
for any question answered incorrectly.

NOTE: For a more detailed description of each option see Set Student Options on page
43 of the Teacher Reference Guide.

If you do not want to change the settings, select Read Passage and go to Step 5 below.

If you want to change the program options settings, select Change Settings.

4. The Change Settings screen will appear. The items on this screen are: Passage
Review, Help Mode, and Answer Review. Use any of the arrow keys to highlight
any setting you wish to change. Press the Space Bar to change the setting of a
highlighted option. Press Return when you have finished setting the program
options.

5. You will be told to insert a Passage disk in Drive 1 or 2 depending on your setup.
Put the Passage disk in the disk drive and press Return.

6. The disk name, level, and passage type for this Passage disk will appear on the
screen. The prompt on this screen will read, "Is this the Passage Disk that you want
to use? Press Y or N."

If this is not the Passage disk you want to use, press N and repeat Steps 5 and 6. If this
is the Passage disk you want to use, press Y.

7. When you press Y, the list of passages contained on the disk will appear on the
screen. At the top of this screen, you will see the disk name, the level, and the
number of passages currently on the disk.

8. Use an arrow key to highlight the name of the passage you want to read. Then
press Return.

NOTE: Only the first passage will be selected by the student. If the student reads more
than one passage during a session at the computer, the program will automatically
select the next passage on the list. Passages on the Scholastic Passage disk are listed
in order of difficulty.

9. At the next screen, you will select Question Set A or B by highlighting your choice
and pressing Return.
10. When you press Return, the passage will appear on your screen.

11. Read the entire passage by using the Right Arrow key ( — ) or the Down Arrow key
({) to move through the text. Moving through the text using the arrow keys is
called scrolling. (On the Apple Il Plus, use the Right Arrow key.)

If you press the Right Arrow key or the Down Arrow key once, the text will move up one

line. Your students may need to practice scrolling before they are completely
comfortable with this manner of reading text.

Teacher Guide to Program Disk 3



There are different ways of scrolling. You can scroll through the passage one line at a
time. This means you will be reading one line of the passage, scrolling one line, then
reading the next line. Or, you can read the entire screen of passage text. Then press
either the Right Arrow key or the Down Arrow key until that last line disappears off the
top of the screen. You have then moved to the next screen of the passage. A screen
contains eight lines of passage text.

If you need to go back to the beginning of the passage press Cirl-B or use the Left Arrow
key (&) or the Up Arrow key (1) to move one line at a time. (On the Il Plus use the Left
Arrow key.) If the Sound option is turned on, you will hear a beep when you reach the
end of the passage text. The sound option is teacher-controlled. (For more information
on changing the sound, see the section, Using The PROGRAM OPTIONS MENU, on
page 56 of the Teacher Reference Guide.)

Press Return when you are finished reading.
12. The first question will appear on the screen.

* For a Multiple-choice Passage disk:
There will be from two to four answer choices following the question.

If Passage Review is on, there will be a prompt at the bottom of the screen
which says "Press 'R’ to Review." If you press R, you will be able to review the
passage. You can do this at any time while answering passage questions
when this prompt appears on the screen.

If Help Mode is on, there will be a prompt at the bottom of the screen which says
"Press 'H' for help." If you press H you will be sent to a highlighted section of the
passage that will help you answer the question.

Read the question and the answer choices. Then type the letter of your answer
and press Return. If you want to change your answer before you press Return,
press the letter of another answer choice.

* For an Underline Answer Passage disk:

The question will appear at the top of the screen and the passage will appear
directly below it. You must underline the section of the passage that will answer
the question.

NOTE: Passage Review and Help Mode are not available for Underline Answer

Passage disks, since the passage must be on the screen in order for you to answer the
question.

Read the question. Use the arrow keys to scroll through the passage text and
find the answer in the text. Use any of the arrow keys to move the cursor to the
beginning of the answer and press Return. Then, use the Right Arrow key to
move the cursor to the end of the answer. You will notice that, as you press the
arrow key, you will be underlining the answer. Press Return when you have
finished underlining.

4 Teacher Guide to Program Disk



The prompt on the screen will be "Is this the correct answer? (Y/N)." You can
scroll through the text to be sure that you have underlined the section that best
answers the question. If the answer you selected is not correct, press N and

repeat this procedure to underline the correct answer. If the answer you
selected is correct, press Y.

13. The next question will appear on your screen. You can continue answering the
questions in the same manner until you have answered all the questions.

14. After the last question, you will be told if you left any questions unanswered and
asked if you want to review or change any of your answers.

If you do not want to take another look at your answers, press N and go to Step 19. If
you want to look at or change any of your answers, press Y.
15. If you press Y, the first question will appear on the screen.

* For a Multiple-choice Passage disk:

Your answer will be highlighted, and the letter of that answer will be in the box
at the bottom of the screen.

If you did not answer a question, there will not be a letter in the box and no
answer will be highlighted. You may now select an answer if you wish.

* For an Underline Answer Passage disk:
Your answer will be underlined.

If you did not answer a question, no underlining will appear on the screen for
that question. You may now select an answer if you wish.

16. You can keep your original answer or change it:
* For a Multiple-choice Passage disk:

To keep your original answer, press Return. To change your answer, press the
letter of the new answer and press Return.

* For an Underline Answer Passage disk:

To keep your original answer, press Y at the prompt "Is this the correct answer?
(Y/N)." To change your answer, press N. You may now select an answer if you
wish.

17. When you accept an answer, the next question will appear on your screen. Repeat

Steps 16 and 17 until you have reviewed all the questions.

After you review the last question, the screen with the question, "Do you want to
review or change your answers?" will reappear. You may review your answers as

many times as you want. Just repeat the steps above, starting at Step 15. Or, press
N and go to Step 19.

18.

Teacher Guide to Program Disk 5



19. If the Answer Review program option is on, you will receive an extra screen when
you press N to answer "Do you want to review or change your answers?" If you
answered all the questions for this passage correctly, this screen will read
"Excellent Work! You have answered all the questions correctly. Press RETURN to
continue." If you answered any of the questions incorrectly, this screen will tell you
how many questions you answered incorrectly and ask if you want to see the
correct answers.

If the Answer Review program option is not on, go to Step 20.

* For a Multiple-choice Passage disk:

If you press Y, the first question you answered incorrectly will appear along with
your answer. Press Return once to see the correct answer. Press Return again
to see the passage. (If Help is available for that question, you will see a
highlighted section or sections which will help you find the answer to the
question.) When you press Return again, the next question you answered
incorrectly will appear, and the same sequence of events will occur. When you
press Return after the last question, you will be able to see the correct answers
again. If you want to see the correct answers again, repeat the sequence
described here. If you do not want to see them, press N.

* For an Underline Answer Passage disk:

If you press Y, the first question you answered incorrectly will appear along with
your answer. Press Return to see the correct answer. When you press Return
again, the next question you answered incorrectly will appear, and the same
sequence of events will occur. When you press Return after the last question,
you will be able to see the correct answers again. If you want to see the correct
answers again, repeat this sequence. If you do not want to see them, press N.

20. The End of Passage screen will appear. Here you have two options: Go to the Next
Passage and End this Session.

If you select Go to the Next Passage, the next passage on the disk will appear on your
screen. Repeat the instructions above, starting at Step 10, to read the passage and
answer the questions.

If you select End this Session, the Results of this Session screen will appear. This
screen lists the number of questions you were asked during this session, the number of
questions you answered correctly, and the number of questions you did not answer.

NOTE: A session is whatever length of time you spend working with Reading
Comprehension without rebooting the Program disk, selecting End this Session, or
returning to the MAIN MENU.

21. When you press Return at the Results of this Session screen, the MAIN MENU will
appear.

6 Teacher Guide to Program Disk



Read a Passage While Keeping Records

A student can only keep records if you have created a record disk and added the
student's name to the student list on that disk. (For more information see Creating a
Record Disk on page 36 and Add a Student to List on page 40 of the Reference Guide.)

1. Select Read Passage from the MAIN MENU.

2. On the next screen you will see the question, "Are you keeping records?" Press Y
to keep records.

3. You will be told to insert the record disk in Drive 1. Take the Program disk out of
Drive 1, replace it with the record disk, and close the disk drive door. Then press
Return.

4. A list of student names will appear on the screen. Use any of the arrow keys to
highlight a name on the list and press Return.

5. If this is the first time you are keeping records on this record disk, you will be asked
to enter the date on the next screen.

If you have already used this record disk to read a passage while keeping records, the
next screen will show your name, the last Passage disk you used, the passage number
of the last passage you read, and the date you read that passage. If you are using the
same Passage disk, note the passage number so you can select the passage that
comes after the last one you read. When you press Return, you will be asked to enter
the date.

6. Type the date using only numerals. For example, type: 04 26 87. Then press
Return.

7. You will be asked if the date is correct.
If it is not correct, press N and type a new date. If the date is correct, press Y.

8. Now, go to the section, Read a Passage Without Keeping Records, on page 2.
Follow Steps 5-19. Then, instead of continuing with Step 20, go to Step 9 below.

9. The End of Passage screen will appear. Here you have two options: Go to the Next
Passage and End this Session.

If you select Go to the Next Passage, the next Passage on the disk will appear on your
screen. Repeat the instructions above to read the passage and answer the questions.

If you select End this Session, the words "Saving Records..." will appear on your screen.
The results of this session will be saved on your record disk. When saving has been
completed, the Results of this Session screen will appear. This screen lists the number
of questions you were asked during this session, the number of questions you answered
correctly, and the number of questions you did not answer. The prompts at the bottom of
this screen will read "Press 'R’ to view your records. Press RETURN to continue.”

NOTE: A session is whatever length of time you spend working with Reading

Comprehension without rebooting the Program disk, selecting End this Session, or
returning to the MAIN MENU.

Teacher Guide to Program Disk 7



NOTE: If you read five passages or more before ending your session at the computer,
the program will automatically save your records. (Saving will occur after every five
passages that you read without ending your session.)

10. If you press R, you will be asked to select how you would like to view your records.
You can see the short form of your records on your computer monitor if you select
View Records on Screen. Or, if your computer is properly connected to a printer,
you can print either the short form or the long form of your records. Select either
Print Short Form or Print Long Form. For a description of the short form of the
records see the section, The Short Form of the Records, on page 31 of the Teacher
Reference Guide. For a description of the long form of the records see the section,
The Long Form of the Records, on page 33 of the Teacher Reference Guide.

For step-by-step instructions on how to view records on the screen or print the short or
the long form of the records, see the appropriate section below.

View Records on Screen
Start from the screen that says "Select how you would like to view your records."

Select hom you Would like

to vied your records.

VIEH RECORDS ON SCREEG
PRINT SHORT FORH

PRINT LOHNG FORNH

Arrows highlight. RETURM selects.

Press ESC to quit.

Figure 2

NOTE: If you want to see your records without reading a passage first, see the section
See Your Records, on page 11.

1. Select View Records on Screen.

2. The next screen will show the short form of your records. (For a description of this
form see the section, The Short Form of the Records, on page 31 of the Teacher
Reference Guide.) If there are enough records to fill more than one screen, use any
of the arrow keys to scroll to see all your records.

At the bottom of this screen you will see a prompt that says "Press RETURN to see
skills assessment.”

8 Teacher Guide to Program Disk



3. If you have answered a significant number of questions, when you press Return, you
will see an assessment of your progress on the Reading Skills Assessment screen.
If you have not answered enough questions, you will get a message telling you that
you need to answer more questions before you can get an assessment of your
progress. (For a description of the Reading Skills Assessment part of the short form
of your records see the section, The Short Form of the Records, page 31 in the
Teacher Reference Guide.)

4. When the Reading Skills Assessment screen ison your monitor, you can press R to
see the first part of your records again. Or, press Return to see the MAIN MENU.

Print Short Form
Start from the screen that says "Select how you would like to view your records."

NOTE: If you want to see your records without reading a passage first, see the section,
See Your Records, on page 11.

1. Select Print Short Form.

2. On the next screen you will indicate the location of your printer card following the
words "“Printer Slot Number."

* The program assumes your card is in Slot 1. Ifit is, leave the 1 on the screen and
press Return.

* If your printer card is located in a slot other than 1, press the Space Bar. The
number shown on the screen will change each time you press the Space Bar. The
slot number may be 1 through 7. Select a slot number and then press Return.

NOTE: If the computer you are using is an Apple llc, you will skip Step 2, above,
because you do not need to select the location of a printer card for the llc.

3. The next screen will tell you to press Return if your printer is ready. Adjust the paper
so that the printhead is at the top of the page. There are two ways to do this:

* Turn off you printer. Manually adjust the paper so that the printhead is at the top of
the page. Then turn your printer on again.

* Or, leave the printer on. Use the linefeed button or the formfeed button to position
the paper. Turn the printer off and then on again.

IMPORTANT: If you do not position the paper in your printer correctly, printing may not
begin at the top of each sheet of paper as it should. When positioning your paper before
printing a passage or records, be sure to use one of the two methods described above.

NOTE: Reading Comprehension allows for a very small left margin on your printout. If
you wish to see a larger left margin, adjust the paper in your printer as far to the left as
possible.

Be sure the printer is properly connected to the computer. Make sure the printer is
turned on and the Select or On-Line button is pressed. When the printer is ready,
press Return and then go to Step 4.

Teacher Guide to Program Disk 9



If the computer you are using is an Apple /e, a IIGS, or an Apple Il Plus, you may
receive one of two messages other than the message telling you to press Return
when your printer is ready.

* The message "Are you sure there is a printer card inSlot___?" may appear on
your screen. (The slot number will be the one you selected.) If this message
appears, it indicates that there is a card in the slot you selected, but the computer
cannot tell what type of card it is. It may be something other than a printer card.

If you know that the card in the slot you selected is your printer card, press Y. You are
now at the beginning of Step 3.

If you are not sure that the slot you selected has your printer card, press N. The
screen at which you indicate your printer slot number will reappear and you will be
able to select the slot number again. If you know the correct slot number, enter it at
Printer Slot Number. If you do not know the location of your printer card, turn off your
computer. Carefully open the lid of the computer. Find your printer card and note the
number of the slot where it is located. Then, to get to your records quickly, see the
section, See Your Records, on page 11.

* The message "Sorry, you do not have your printer in Slot___?" may appear on
your screen. (The slot number will be the one you selected.) If this message
appears, it means that there is no card in the slot you selected.

If you press Esc here, you will be sent to the MAIN MENU.

If you press Return, you will be able to select another printer slot number. If you
know the correct slot number, enter it at Printer Slot Number. If you do not know the
location of your printer card, turn off your computer. Carefully open the lid of the
computer. Find your printer card and note the number of the slot where it is located.
Then, to get to your records quickly, see the section, See Your Records, on page 11.

4. Printing will begin. When printing has been completed, the MAIN MENU will appear.
NOTE: Press Esc if you want to stop printing before it is completed.

Print Long Form

Use Print Long Form if you want to print the long form of your records. (For a description
of this form see the section, The Long Form of the Records, on page 33 of the Teacher
Reference Guide.)

To print the long form of your records, follow the same procedure as the one listed in the

section, Print Short Form with the exception of Step 1. Select Print Long Form instead of
Print Short Form.
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See Your Records

Select See Your Records from the MAIN MENU to see your records without reading a
passage or answering any questions.

A student can only keep records if you have created a record disk and added the
student's name to the student list on that disk. (For more information see Creating a
Record Disk on page 36 and Add a Student to List on page 40 of the Reference Guide.)

1. Select See Your Records from the MAIN MENU.
2. You will be told to insert the record disk in Drive 1.

3. Take the Program disk out of Drive 1, replace it with the record disk, and close the
disk drive door. Then press Return.

4. Alist of student names will appear on the screen.
5. Use any one of the arrow keys to highlight a name and press Return.

NOTE: If the name of a student who does not yet have records is selected from the list,
the message "Sorry, there are no records for you yet" will appear on the screen. Press
Return. The MAIN MENU will appear.

6. The next screen that will appear will ask you to select how you would like to view
your records. You can see the short form on the screen if you select View Records
on Screen. Or, if your computer is properly connected to a printer, you can print
either the short form or the long form of your records. Select either Print Short Form
or Print Long Form. (For a description of the short form of the records see the
section, The Short Form of the Records, on page 31 of the Teacher Reference Guide.
For a description of the long form of the records see the section, The Long Form of
the Records, on page 33 of the Teacher Reference Guide.)

NOTE: For step-by-step instructions on how to view your records on the screen, or print
the short form or the long form of your records, see the appropriate section above.
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TEACHING GUIDE

Introduction

This teaching guide provides information, suggestions, and instructions to help you put
Scholastic Reading Comprehension to work in your classroom. As the pages that follow
show, Reading Comprehension is a very powerful and flexible tool for diagnosing,
teaching, and testing essential reading skills—skills that many students find difficult and
frustrating to master.

The Problem

Recent research indicates that many students have low levels of reading
comprehension skills. For example, while most middle and junior high school students
can decode and process words from a printed page, many of these same students have
great difficulty grasping the varied meanings and conclusions found within a given
passage. To understand what they are reading, students must develop a wide range of
skills. They must recognize and recall important facts and details, focus on key words,
sift through the subtleties and ambiguities of language, locate the main idea, and draw
inferences and conclusions. These are difficult, complex, and time-consuming
tasks—tasks that can frustrate and "turn off" many young readers.

While the basal reading texts used in many schools can help teach the more
fundamental reading skills, most don't go far enough. Basals typically feature a very
structured approach that focuses students on decoding and defining words, locating the
topic sentence within a passage or paragraph, and recalling basic facts. Most basal
texts place much less emphasis on the higher-order comprehension skills, particularly
those skills that involve students in inferring meaning, drawing conclusions, and
predicting outcomes. In addition, very few basals offer the kind of relevant and engaging
literature that attracts and maintains students' interest. As a result, many students quickly
come to feel that reading involves a great deal of effort and frustration, but very little
reward and enjoyment.

How Can Scholastic Reading Comprehension Help?
The Scholastic Reading Comprehension program addresses the problems facing

teachers and young readers by:
* Providing high-interest, high-quality reading experiences for students

* Helping teachers pinpoint where and when students are having trouble with specific
comprehension skills

* Offering special forms of assistance tailored to meet the needs of individual students
* Maintaining detailed records of students' progress

* Providing teachers with a mechanism for creating their own comprehension
passages, with material drawn from any text or curriculum area

* Allowing teachers to print passages and questions for students to read and review at
their desks
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In its most basic form, Reading Comprehension follows the standard approach found in
many basal texts and most standardized reading tests—students read a passage and
then answer comprehension questions.

ouestion 1 Set A Passage 3201

Hhen Ted said to his parents, "Hhat
a uag to kill a guy's vacation!™ He
nas feeling

A> happy
B> upset
CY> bored

D> sick

Enter the ansuer HE
and press RETURN.

Figure 3

With the use of many teacher-controlled options, you can use Reading Comprehension
to teach, extend, and enhance a wide variety of comprehension skills.
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TEACHER-CONTROLLED OPTIONS

Reading Comprehension features a number of options that allow teachers to tailor the
program to meet the needs of individual students. For example, teachers can determine
whether the program should:

* Highlight areas of text where students can find information that will help them answer
the comprehension questions that follow each passage.
 Allow students to review or reread the passage while answering questions.

* Permit students to see the correct answers to questions that they answered
incorrectly.

Question 1 sSet A Passa?e o1

Ted said to his parents, "Hhat
:hsgg to kill a guy's vacation!" He
uas feelino

A> happy

B> upset

c> bored

D> sick
Press 'H*' for help. Press 'R' to review

Enter the answer HR
and press RETURM.

Figure 4
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A student who is given the opportunity to see the correct answers will go through the
following sequence of events. The first question answered incorrectly will appear on the
screen with the answer choices for that question below the question and the incorrect
answer selected by the student highlighted. The student will be prompted to press
Return to see the correct answer. When Return is pressed, the highlight will move to the
correct answer. When Return is pressed again, the program will move to the passage
text displaying highlighted areas of the passage where the information needed to
answer the question appears. |If there is no area highlighted, the beginning of the
unhighlighted passage text will appear. This helps show students that by reading
carefully and reviewing the passage, they can locate information that will help them
answer most comprehension questions correctly.

Question 1 Set A Passage #01

Hhen Ted said to his parents, "Hhat
a Way to kill a guy's vacation!" He
Has feeling

Ted groaned rFunning 15

fingers throug 15 Ccurl DFOHN

ailr. ) HOH Ccowe on! Hhat a
a

May to kill a guy's vacation!" B
could he ever explain this to his
friends? His father interrupted
sharplg.

Note highlight for better cowprehension
Arroms screll. RETURH continues.

Figure 5
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Teachers who use Reading Comprehension to prepare their own passages and
comprehension questions can also use the program's unique Underline Answer option.
With this option, students answer questions by underlining the areas in the passage
where the correct answers are found, rather than simply selecting a response from a list
of multiple-choice answers. This option requires students to show where they found the
answer, so you can be sure that they are focusing on the key details in a passage.

ouestlon x .Set A Passage net1

th is it that Ted has never wet his
cousin Cindy?

“;6rﬁard io the very thing that

morried hiwn.
Ted's wother babbled on about
cindy's visit.
over the world. That's wmhu Ted haa
never net her before, *But you'll
know | her rlght amay. Renewber
i Is thls the correctvansuer° v

Press arrosm keys to wove through text.

Figure 6

The Underline Answer option also creates the opportunity for class debates in which
students must defend the inferences and conclusions that they have drawn from a
passage by showing where they found details that support their answers.

For more information about these program options, see the Teacher Reference Guide
section of this handbook.
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RECORD KEEPING

Scholastic Reading Comprehension allows you to keep complete records of your
students' progress. The records indicate which passages students have completed and
how successfully they answered the questions that follow the passages. Even more
importantly, the records provide a summary of how well students have fared on different
types of comprehension questions. Using this information, you can determine where
students are having trouble. Are they finding it difficult to recall important facts? Or do
they stumble on drawing conclusions and inferences from those facts?

When you review student records, you can choose either of two display formats: the
short form or the long form. As the figure on the next page indicates, the short form tells
you which passages students have completed, which question sets they answered, and
how many questions they answered correctly. It also provides a quick summary of how
students are progressing in the different skill areas. Please note, however, the program
will not provide this progress analysis until students have answered enough questlons
in the skill areas to permit a valid assessment of their performance.

The short form is available for students to review on the computer screen as they use the
program. This allows students to see for themselves the areas where they are doing well
and the areas where they need to place more effort.

Compared to the short form of student records, the long form printout provides much
more detail. As Figure 8 on pages 8 and 9 indicates, the long form tells you the date a
passage was read, the Passage disk name, the passage number of the passage read,
the Question Set selected, and the question number. In addition, the long form of the
records provides an indication of whether the question was answered correctly or
incorrectly or not at all, the number of the focus element emphasized by the question,
the type of Passage disk that was used (Multiple-choice or Underline Answer), and what
program options were available to the student when the passage was read. At the end
of this data, the focus elements for the Passage disk will be listed and a percentage
score will appear beside each focus element. If there were no questions asked for a
focus element, "N/A" will appear next to the focus element on the list instead of a
percentage score.
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Hary Jones
Disk Date

A
B
A
A
A
A
(]

Arron keys scroll records.
Press RETURN to see skills assesswent.
Press ESC to quit.

Screen 1

Reading Skills AssessHent

For Hary:

Heanin Excellent
Hho, Hhat, ... Excellent
Recall Facts Very Good
Sequence Very Good

Press RETURH to continue.

Press 'R' to viewm your records.

Screen 2

Figure 7
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Student:

Mary Jones

Fage 1
Date: 1/711/87
Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages
Psg Gues Set Q(ues Rt/Wrng Foc E1 Options
b A 1 + S Mult Ch: AR/H/FR
2 + 1
3 + 3
4 + 8
S + 7
Date: 1/11/87
Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages
Psg Gues Set CQues Rt/Wrng Foc El1 Options
1 B 1 + [ Mult Ch: AR/H/FR
2 + 1
ks + 4
4 + S
S - 2
Date: 1/11/87
Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages
Psg Bues Set Ques Rt/Wrng Foc E1 Options
1 A 1 + 1 Undrlin: AR/H/FR
2 + 7
3 + 7
4 + 1
S + 4
Date: 1/11/87
Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages
Fsg Gues Set QRues Rt/Wrng Foc E1 Options
2 A 1 + 1 Mult Ch: AR/H/FR
2 - 4
3 + S
4 + 8
S + 2
Date: 1/711/87
Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages
Fsg Ques Set ' Gues Rt/Wrng Foc E1 Options
3 A 1 + [ Mult Ch: AR/H/FR
2 - 1
3 + S
4 + 4
S + 8
Date: 1/11/87
Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages
FPsg Gues Set Ques Rt/Wrng Foc E1 Options
4 A 1 + 1 Mult Ch: AR/H/FK
2 + 4
3 + 3
4 + 7
S + 2
Figure 8 (a)
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Student: Mary Jones

Fage 2

Date: 1/711/87

Disk Name: Scholastic Fassages

Fsg GQues Set Ques Rt/Wrng Foc E1 Options

S A 1 + 6 Mult Ch: AR/H/FR

2 + 3
Z + 2
4 + 7
S + S

Focus Element FPercent Correct

1 Recall Facts 85%

2 Main Idea 75%

3 Key Words 1007

4 Sequence 80%

S5 Meaning 100%

6 Think/Infer 100%

7 Who, What, ... 100%

8 Conclusions 100%

Figure 8 (b)

For more information on the records see the section, The Record Manager, on page 31,

in the Teacher Reference Guide.
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THE FOCUS ELEMENTS

Each of the comprehension questions used in Reading Comprehension is keyed to one
of eight focus elements. The focus elements used with the passages and questions
prepared by Scholastic, and a brief explanation of each follows:

Recall Facts Locating facts contained in the text in response to direct questions
about the passage.

Main Idea Understanding what a passage is about. Often, the topic of a selection is
either stated or implied in a sentence or phrase within the text.

Key Words Searching for words in the text which give the reader specific clues as to
what the given selection means.

Sequence Understanding the order in which things happen in a given passage.

Meaning Comprehending the implied or direct meaning of a sentence within a
passage.

Think/Infer Using information given in the passage to understand relationships,
actions, or events that are not directly stated in the text.

Who, What, .. (Who, What, Where, When, Why and How) Answering questions to
determine the identity, location, details, and chronology of the events, or the identity or
motives of the people in a given passage to better understand the complete meaning of
the selection.

Conclusions Using implied and direct clues given in the text as well as one's prior
knowledge to come to a decision or conclusion about the passage.

Selected by reading experts, these focus elements cover the major skill areas that
comprise the complex process that we call "reading comprehension.” As a result,
Reading Comprehension can provide a very useful assessment of students'
performance in all stages of the comprehension process—from literal recall of facts to
drawing inferences and predicting outcomes.

When you create passages and questions, you can use Scholastic's focus elements, or

you can enter your own. This allows you to shape the program to the needs of your
students.
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FOCUS ELEHENTS

Recall Facts Heaning

Hain Idea Think/Infer
Key Hords Hho, Hhat,

Sequence conclusions

Aare these the focus elewents you Hant?

Press ¥ or H.

Press ESC to quit.

Figure 9

With younger or less advanced readers, you might want to create a passage disk that
emphasizes the more basic levels of reading comprehension. In contrast, with older or
more sophisticated readers, you might want to create a passage disk that requires
students to read and interpret passages at a much higher level of comprehension.
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MANAGING SCHOLASTIC READING COMPREHENSION
IN THE CLASSROOM

Scholastic Reading Comprehension can be easily managed in the classroom. If each
student has his or her own computer, then Reading Comprehension functions much the
same as an independent reading program. Once the program is loaded and the student
understands its various features, he or she can proceed at his or her own pace. This
allows the teacher to spend time with those students who most need special help while
those students who learn the skills of reading comprehension a bit faster can continue at
their own pace. As with independent reading, it is important that the students keep track
of their work. Students can keep records while they use the Reading Comprehension

program. The information recorded can be used as a basis for discussing weaknesses
at student conferences.

If fewer computers are available, the teacher may want to set up group reading. Several
students can work on a series of passages together. They can read each passage, and
then discuss the answer choices until they decide on the correct answer to each
question.

If you have only one computer in your classroom, you can use Scholastic Reading
Comprehension with the class. You, a student, or a few students can read the passage
for the class. Then the class can discuss the passage and the answer choices for each
question, and select the answers, giving reasons for their choices.

Your students can use Reading Comprehension off the computer in a variety of ways.

* You may print out the passages for your students with the questions and the multiple-
choice answer choices printed out after the passage. You can print either Question
Set A, Question Set B, or both Question Set A and Question Set B. Your students can
read the passages and answer the multiple-choice questions by circling the letter of
the correct answer.

* You may print the passages and the questions after the passages without the answer
choices. Have the students write their answers for each question instead of selecting
one of the multiple-choice answers.

* You may print the passages and the questions after the passages without the answer
choices. Instead of having your students write the answers, have them underline the
part of the passage where the answer can be found.
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These methods offer you varying ways of testing your students' abilities. The method of
having your students answer multiple-choice questions either on the computer or on
paper offers the familiar test situation of most standard reading tests. This method
serves as a quick indicator of your students' comprenhension skills. You can easily note
the areas of comprehension in which students may need help. With the use of the
Record Manager, you can track your students' progress over a period of time. You can
use the teacher-controlled options to determine the situations in which your students
most need assistance. Are your students able to answer questions correctly only when
assistance is available to them in the form of highlighted sections in the passage? Or,
can they answer questions correctly without assistance? How do they react to test
situations? You can use what you learn to decide what you can do to improve your
students' comprehension skills.

The methods of either writing the answers to questions or underlining portions of the
passage text to answer questions about a passage offer unique means of testing the
students' analytical and inferential skills. The written answers quickly assess where the
students are in their level of comprehension and also show the level of their writing
skills. Written answers to questions about the main idea of a passage show a student's
grasp of expository language and his or her ability to make inferential conclusions.
They also serve to gauge where a student is in relationship to his or her understanding
of character development and plot sequence. This moves the student towards higher-
level thinking skills. The method of underlining answers allows you to assess what the
student reads. It causes the student to focus on what has happened in the passage and
what is crucial to the story line. The method of underlining answers is a test of all the
skills encountered in the Scholastic Reading Comprehension program.

It is important to vary the test situations. This will give you a more complete view of each
student's comprehension skills and help pinpoint the areas in which the student may
need help. You will be able to see patterns in your students' reading habits and where
each student's weaknesses and strengths lie.
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

To read with true comprehension, students must read on three levels: literal, analytical,
and cumulative.

On the literal level, students are primarily involved with recalling facts and understanding
the sequence of events.

On the analytical level, students become involved with understanding the writer's intent
and drawing conclusions from facts presented in the passage. They must locate the
main idea, understand how that idea is developed within the passage, and research
and validate their conclusions about the writer's message.

On the cumulative level, students draw on their past and present reading experience to
infer more subtle meanings and to predict and project outcomes. At this level, students
must also determine how the author's message fits with their knowledge of the world. Do
they agree with the author? Does the passage enhance or extend their existing
knowledge of the subject matter?

Of course, to do any of this, students must be able to decode and understand the
language of the passage. However, as mentioned earlier, most students master this
fundamental skill at a relatively early stage. But they begin to stumble as they climb the
comprehension hierarchy, particularly when they are asked to draw conclusions and
infer the writer's intent.

Earlier sections of this teaching guide described how Scholastic Reading
Comprehension can help students master these important skills at the computer. This
section provides pre- and postcomputer activities that help prepare students to gain the
maximum benefit from their computer time. With these activities, Reading
Comprehension can serve as the core of a complete instructional program in teaching
students to read and think critically. Scholastic Reading Comprehension can also help
build students' confidence, so they are more willing to read independently.
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PRECOMPUTER ACTIVITIES

The activities in this section suggest ways that you can prepare students for reading
Scholastic Reading Comprehension passages and answering questions at the
computer. Several of the activities can also serve as general prereading exercises.

Precomputer Activity 1:

Predicting What a Book Is About

All the passages on the Scholastic Reading Comprehension Passage disks are

excerpts from books. Select one of these passages and ask your students to predict
what the book that the passage was taken from is about. Since you will be asking
students to predict what the story is about, be sure to pick a book that is available in your
school library or classroom, that was written by an author with whom your students are
familiar, or that has a title that offers hints about the story. Here are some suggested
titles:

Fourth Grade: Charlotte's Web, The Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk, Peter Pan
Fifth Grade: Sara Crewe, Helen Keller, A Christmas Carol
Sixth Grade: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Door in the Wall, The Wizard of Oz

Once you have selected a story, share the cover art (if the book is available), title, and
author's name with students. Then ask them to predict what the story is about. When
and where do they think the story is set? What kind of story is it? (Biography? Mystery?
Science Fiction?) Who are the main characters? How will the plot develop? Ask
students to explain what clues and cues they used to come up with their answers.

During the discussion, you might also ask if any students have read other books by the
author. What were those books like? Do they think that this book might include some of
the same characters and themes?

To take the activity a step further, you can use Scholastic Reading Comprehension to
print the first paragraph of the passage from the disk. Once they have read this
paragraph, ask students to make more detailed predictions about the story.

Tell students to record their predictions on notebook paper (or in their reading logs, if

your students use them), so they can refer back to them. Then, once they have read the
passages, students can validate or revise their predictions.
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Precomputer Activity 2: Biography Building Blocks

The Passage disks prepared by Scholastic include several biographical selections. For
example, Helen Keller and Helen Keller's Teacher are biographies. You may want to
begin this activity by helping students to understand what a biography is and how it is
different from an autobiography—the main difference between the two being the point of
view from which the author tells the story. ‘

Ask students what biographies they have read. Then ask them to list the main
components of a biography. As students offer their suggestions, write them on the
blackboard.

Most biographies:

* Tell the life story, or part of the life story, of a real (rather than fictional) individual
* Highlight the key events—especially turning points—in the subject's life

* Are written about a famous (or infamous) person

* Are written in the third-person point of view

* Are based on fact

* Are the result of careful research

* Include interviews with or the accounts of people who knew the subject (or who may
still know the subject, if he or she is still living)

» Try to present an unbiased, objective account of the subject's life

Once students have established the elements of a biography, ask them who they might
like to write a biography about. Why would this person be a good person to write about?

After your students have selected a subject for their biographies, have them write down
details about their choices' personalities. Then have them list the main events in each
subject's life in chronological order. Finally, have your students select the most
important event in the subject's life from their list. If necessary, students may have to
conduct research outside of class to fill in some of the details.

By completing this exercise, students will be practicing skills in the following areas:
literal recall, sequencing of events, identifying the main idea, and drawing conclusions.
Students will also be learning about the structure of biographies—a literary form that
they will encounter frequently on the Scholastic Reading Comprehension Passage disk
and in their general reading.

At the end of the activity, some students may want to share the information gathered

through their research. Others may want to use the information to write an actual
biography of their subject.
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Precomputer Activity 3: Comparing and Contrasting

For this activity, you will need to print one or two pairs of passages from a Scholastic
Reading Comprehension Passage disk. To form the pairs, pick passages that feature
similar characters, conflicts, or themes. For example, you might pair a passage from
Emil and the Detectives with The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, since they both deal with
young characters who come into conflict with their environments.

Distribute copies of the passages and the accompanying comprehension questions to
your students, and have them read both passages in the pair. Then go through the
questions that accompany the passages, showing students where they can find answers
to the questions within the text.

Once you are sure that your students have read and understood the text, ask them to
compare and contrast the two passages. Do the passages feature similar themes,
situations, settings, and events? How do the main characters respond to those situations
and conflicts?

You should also ask your students to draw more subtle comparisons and inferences. For
example, when the passages are set in different time periods, does that difference affect
the way that characters act and react? In addition, even though the situations and exact
circumstances may differ between passages, are there similar themes and outcomes?
Do characters make comparable decisions about the conflicts and challenges they
face?

Through this sort of exercise, students practice searching for meaning at several
different levels. They also become familar with the format of reading a passage then
answering a series of multiple-choice questions that is used with the Scholastic
Reading Comprehension Passage disks.
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Precomputer Activity 4: Fair Play

List on the board several characters from the selections that the class will be reading.
Briefly describe the role that each character plays in the story. Then have the class
predict what these characters are like. In particular, how fair are these characters? How
would they be as teammates? Would they play fair?

Now have the class choose two teams to run an imaginary marathon race. Keep in
mind that this will be a team effort. First of all, which of the characters would actually run
the race? Who would be the coach? Why? How successful would the characters be in
their chosen roles? Then have the remaining characters be either reporters reviewing
and reporting on the race or judges at the end. The students may just want some of the
characters to be spectators. What would their reactions to the race be? Would they
report it accurately? Would they be fair judges? What kind of spectators would they be?

To take the activity a step further, have your students decide how long the race will be.
Plot a course for the race. Now decide who will win the race. Why would that particular
character win? How much would their endurance and will to win have to do with their
winning the race? How much would their physical characteristics have to do with their
winning? Would the character be a good winner? A good loser? What would the
character want to win as a prize?

You may want to have the students record their reactions in a computer log. Then have

them share their thoughts after they have read the passages and answered the
questions.
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Precomputer Activity 5: Back to the Future
Pass out sections from some of the historical selections. Here are some suggested

titles:

Fourth Grade: The Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk
Fifth Grade: Heidi

Sixth Grade: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Then, ask your students to put that character or characters in modern times. How would
the characters react? What would they be like?

If your students were going to put the characters in a music video, which group and song
would they use to describe the characters and their actions? Why? How would the
characters react to the group who sings the song? How would they react to videos?
Then, have your students write a short encounter of each of the characters and the
group that is singing their theme songs.

This exercise sharpens students' skills in character analysis and drawing conclusions
about the influence of a book's setting on the characters and plot.
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POSTCOMPUTER ACTIVITIES

The activities in this section suggest ways that you can enhance and extend the reading
that students will complete at the computer.

Postcomputer Activity 1: Exploring Literary Genres

The selections on the Scholastic Reading Comprehension Passage disks cover a wide
range of literary genres—from general nonfiction to tall tales and mysteries. At the
chalkboard, list the different literary genres represented on the Passage disks. (The
fourth-grade Passage disk (Passage disk Level D) contains: historical fiction,
biography, contemporary fiction, fantasy, science-fiction, classics, and nonfiction.)
Explain that these are literary genres—categories or types of stories that share some
similar features. For example, most mystery stories share the following<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>