For The Serious User Of Apple ][ Computers

Issue No. 41

Softkeys For:

The Periodic Table
Gemstone Warrior
Inferno

Frogger

Story Maker
Adventure Writer
Mummy's Curse

Feature:
A two drive patch for
Winter Games

Core:

The games of 1986
in review

Marxch 1987

USA $3.75
Canada/Mexico $7.00
All Others $13.25

{Page 20)
BULK RATE
U.S. Postage
COMPUTIST PAID
PO Box 110937-A ngg?tmﬁé "‘2”29
Tacoma, WA 98411 '













AR

PRESEMTS

K oevac e e,

= 1985 EPYR.Ine. S

ol
|”| \lﬁ ||||||l||[|‘|# |'|'|'|'|Il|||”l\|ﬂ M‘ il "wt"lilll"lll‘lll‘lll'\mmuw... i
e

[l (e

This month's cover:
Graphics from Strategic Simulations” “Rings of Zilfin,

Address all advartising inquines te COMPUTIST, Advertising
Department, PO Box 110816, Tacoma, WA 858411, Mail
maniseripts or requasts for Writar's Guides to COMPUTIET, PO
Box 110846-K, Tacoma, WA 98411

Unsolicited manuscripts are assumed (o be submilted for
publication at our standard rates of payment, Softkey publishing
purchases all and exclusive rights. For mare Information on
submitting manuscnpts. consult our writer's guide.

Entire contents copyright 1986 by Softkey Publishing. All
rights reserved. Copying done for other than personal of internal
reference (wilhoul exprass written permission from the publisher)
|s prahibited

The editorial statl assUmes no liability or responsibility tor the
products advertised in the magazine. Any opiniong expressed
by the authars are nol necessarily those of COMPUTIST
magazine or Softkey Publishing

COMPUTIST will replace lost issues [or 80 days [ollowing the
publication date. We cannol be held responsible for mail loss
bayand 60 days

Apple usually refers [o an Apple ][ compulter and s a lrademark
of Apple Computers, inc
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Rales:(for 12 issugs). U.B. §32, U.8, 1sl
Glass, Canada & Maxico $45, Foreign §75. Direc| inguiries 1o:
COMPUTIST, Subscription Department, PO Box 1108461,
Tacoma, WA 98411,

DOMESTIC DEALER RATES: Call (208) 474-5750 far mara
intarmation

Change Of Address: Please allow 4 weeks for change of
address 1o 1ake affect On postal form 3576 supply your new
address and your most recent address label. 1ssuss missed due
o non-receipt of change of address may be acquired at the
regular back issug rale

COMPUTIST

Issue 41 h 1987

Publisher/Editor: Charies R. Haight  Managing Editor: Roy Darrah
Technical Editor: Robert Knowles  Circulation: Debbic Holloway
Advertising: (206} 474-5750  Printing: Valco Graphics Inc.. Seunle, WA
COMPUTIST is published monthly by SoftKey Publisting, 52335, Wishington, Tacomu, WA 98409
Phone: (206) 473-5750

sobtkeys:
/2 The Periodic Table

by Andrew Carr

/4 Gemstone Warrior
by Red Williams

27 Inferno

by Charles S. Taylo

28 Frogger

by M. M., McFadden

ﬁeatwwo:
/0 A two drive patch for Winter Games

Are you tired of always flipping the disk over with Winter Games? This article tells you
how to beat Epyx at their own game. by Robert Muir

/3 Customizing the speed of a Duodisk

This is an expansion of William Wingfield Jr, s article which shows you how 1w easily and
accurately adjust the speed of your duodisk. by Andrew Carr

/6 Roll the presses part two: Printshop Printer Drivers

Do you have a printer not supported by Printshop? Or, maybe you just want to know more
about the inner workings of this program. If so, this article is for you. by Jerry Lewis

cone:

20 The games of 1986 in review

This month, we look at the first hall of the adventure games of 1986, hy Jeff Hurlburt
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Scholastic's Story Maker by Edward Hauff, Codewriler's Adventure Writer
by Jim S. Hart, Highlands” Mummy’s Curse hy Tim Snvder. Datasoft’s Zaxxon
by Marc Batchelor. The Quest by Gregory Moore, Activision's Pitfall II and H.E.R.O.
by Jim 8. Hart
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Cutting Edge Enterprises
Anounces Version 3.0 of its
Senior PROM

Cutting Edge Enterprises, a Detroit-based
producer of software and hardware products for
the Apple // series of computers, announced the
release of Version 3.0 of its utility,
programming and deprotection aid the Senior
PROM. The Senior PROM is a set of utilities
in ROM that are undetectable by any program,
yet instantly available for examining memory
disks, and for writing and debugging programs.
Since the Senior PROM is in ROM, it is always
available without having to load it from diskette
first.

The new release of the Senior PROM is
easier to use, with consistent methods of
movement between features within the Senior
PROM. Other new features include an
improved Sector Editor that provides a visual
indication of exactly what byte is being edited,
new memory/disk search and find features that
are more efficient and user-friendly, a screen-
to-printer function that is available from any
point in the Sector Editor, a new laminated
keyboard function strip and new documentation
reflecting all version 3.0 changes.

Other features the Senior PROM has
maintained in the new release include the ability
to enter the Monitor from any program, a
complete Sector Editor with its own operating
system, and a **Switcher"" program that allows
the user to keep two 64K programs in memory
and switch between them in a matter of seconds.
Also, the ability to interrupt a program, view,
edit or modify it, and then restart it is featured.
In addition, the program may be saved to a
normal DOS disk and later restarted in another
Apple computer, Also included are many
Assembly language utilities such as an
Assembler, Step and Trace functions, and disk
copy and format utilities.

User support and orders are available at
317-743-4041, or via modem at 313-349-2954
(300 and 1200 baud, 24 hours a day). Also,
Cutting Edge Enterprises is continuing to
provide a low profile Senior PROM for users
with long peripheral cards in slot six or seven.
The Senior PROM is available for the Apple
//e and //c, and can be obtained from Cutting
Edge Enterprises (43234 Ren Cen Station,
Detroit, MI 48243) for $79.95. Purchasers of
earlier versions can upgrade to the new release
for the nominal fee of $10.00.

Mr. Clay Harrell
Cutting Edge Enterprises
43234 Ren Cen Station
Detroit, MI 48243

Senior PROM Rebuttal

After reading your review of the Senior
PROM in COMPUTIST No. 35, I have a
couple of important comments to make as a
Senior PROM owner.

The first is in regards to ‘‘ease of use’.
When [ first purchased my Senior PROM about
a year ago, [ knew very little about Assembly
language (or anything else for that matter) on
the Apple. I found the Senior PROM very
useful and easy to use without knowing
Assembly language. About two months after
purchasing the Senior PROM, the latest version
(2.0) became available and 1 upgraded for a
very reasonable $10. I found this version
offered many more enhancements, and was
even easier to use. With it, I have been able
to backup most of my software library without
having to know Assembly language.

In your review, you failed to mention many
useful deprotection features of the Senior
PROM. Aside from the regular features, one
““feature’” the Senior PROM has provided me
is incentive. Since purchasing the Senior
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PROM, I have found it gave me incentive to
explore my Apple and learn more about it. In
the last two months I have started to learn
Assembly language, and I have officially
cracked my first program unassisted (opposed
to using the push button Senior PROM backup)!
I feel the Senior PROM was the incentive that
got me started. It made digging into my Apple
//e much easier, and provided me with the tools
I needed to start learning. Now that I'm an
“‘experienced’” Apple user, I still find the
Senior PROM extremely useful and
educational.

In your review you failed to mention the NMI
deprotection features of the Senior PROM. One
such feature I use a lot is the disassemble at the
program'’s running address. I find this feature
extremely useful to find exactly where in
MmMemory a program is running at any moment.
Also the ability to disassembly volatile memory
(such as text page 1) is very useful.

Finally, 1 noticed in your review was
regarding the height of the Senior PROM.
Shortly after purchasing the Senior PROM, |
bought a Cider Hard Disk for my Apple. Upon
installation of the Cider controller card in slot
7, I found the Senior PROM interfered with the
long Cider card. After contacting Cutting Edge
Enterprises about this, they instructed me to
return my Senior PROM for a *‘low profile”’
version (along with $10.00). In less than a week
I received my new Low Profile Senior PROM,
which no longer interfered with my long Cider
card in slot 7.

In closing, I have found the Senior PROM
to be extremely useful and easy to use. Also,
Cutting Edge Enterprises has been a very
personal company, which has provided me with
great support, and inexpensive products and
upgrades.

Sean Barger
Boonton, NJ

Mr Barger: Please see our update on the Senior
PROM appearing on page 14 of this magazine.

Enhancing Infocom Text Reader

I found the article by George and John
Bigelow of great interest and offer the enclosed
additions to their program. The additions consist
of two parts.

Part one is line 155 and lines 620-830. These
lines expand the known abbreviations before
printing a line on the Printer (the screen format
is unchanged). The price you pay for the
expanded output is a much slower printing time





