Additional MicroDrive Notes
The floppy disk included with the MicroDrive is bootable.  When booted it will automatically load the Partition Management Utility.  Upon exiting the ProDOS finder will then show access to the test programs for the MicroDrive and ShrinkIt.

The CD-ROM contains a .PDF version of the MicroDrive Manual and many other files you might find useful, such as DOS.MASTER for DOS 3.3 support on a ProDOS volume.  ShrinkIt v3.4 is located on both the CD and the MicroDrive floppy disk.  You can use it to help extract the disk images located on the CD-ROM or that you download from the Internet once you have moved them to your Apple.  For accessing the CF Card on your PC we recommend using the PC based ProDOS Apple file utility called CiderPress to assist you.  A copy of CiderPress is also located on the CD-ROM.  It can unpack files and images on your PC and we highly recommend becoming familiar with CiderPress and all the options available to you.  We have included a set of instructions in the ‘MicroDrive Volume Images’ folder on the CD-ROM to assist you in setting up a CF Card on the MicroDrive or restoring a default volume.  Some ‘basic’ images for the IIe and IIgs have also been included for your convenience.

In the IIgs we recommend installing the MicroDrive in Slot 2 or Slot 7 due to the fact that these Slots are normally available and the IIgs doesn’t map anything to them.  However it can be install in any Slot you so desire.  Be sure to configure the Slot the MicroDrive is installed in to ‘Your Card’ in the Control Panel.

One of the most powerful features of the MicroDrive is the ability to select the volume from which you would like to temporally boot.  Hold down the “Open-Apple” key when turning on the computer or rebooting and press the number key of the desired partition from which to boot.  When holding down the “Open-Apple” key the boot process will pause until either a number key is pressed or the Apple key is released.  Releasing the “Open-Apple” key and not pressing a number key will cause the default volume to automatically boot.  You are able to boot from ANY of the first nine (9) partitions on the CF Card you desire.  The default boot volume can also be changed in the MicroDrive Partition Management Utility.

With the MicroDrive be sure to ALWAYS set the DMA setting in the Partition Management Utility to ‘None’.

If you purchased a CF Card with your MicroDrive we have included a set of instructions in the ‘MicroDrive Volume Images’ folder on the CD-ROM to assist in setting up a CF Card on the MicroDrive or restoring a default volume.  If you should fine it necessary to wipe a volume from your CF Card and restore its default configuration then this document will be useful.

There can be issues when formatting partitions using some programs, such as Copy II Plus.  If you try to format a partition and the size is different then expected we recommend using the format utility which is located on the MicroDrive utility disk called “IIE.PART.FORMAT”.  This will let you format partitions correctly.  Also, there has been a rare issue reported on the IIe when ProDOS 8 maps the 3rd and 4th partitions to Slot 2, Drive 1 and Drive 2 rendering the partitions to report “Not A ProDOS Volume” or other such errors.  To resolve this issue either install a device, such as a RAM card, that will force ProDOS 8 to reassign 3rd and 4th partitions to something other then Slot 2 or change the Slot in which the MicroDrive is installed.

Quick Reference to the MicroDrive/Blue Disk switch settings

[image: image1.emf]
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if we can be of any help setting up the MicroDrive, answer questions or resolve any technical issues.  Thanks again for purchasing the MicroDrive.
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